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TEXT ON HER REFUGEE EXPERIENCE

I decided to leave Aden during the con�ict along with my family. When we 
left, we didn't have a clue about what was waiting for us at the refugee camp 
in Djibouti. I found myself in a small tent in the desert. I was uncomfortable to 
be called a refugee, but I had to live with that for a while. Because I speak 
English, I was a good candidate to get a job at the camp, which I did get after a 
month in the camp. I worked with LWF (The Lutheran World Federation) as a 
community service assistant. I also had other training in teaching English. 
I received a TESOL certi�cate from IAS (International Aid Service) along with 
other certi�cates of appreciation and participation in many activities that were 
held in the camp.

I lived a quite simple life, but hard as well, until I decided to leave and go back 
home in July 2017 because I couldn't bear that life anymore. Again, I decided 
with my family to go back home as I needed to continue my studies and the 
situation was getting better in Yemen/Aden.

REASONS FOR LEAVING YEMEN

We �rst decided to leave Yemen because of the power cut which lasted for four 
months. There was no water too, so �rst we moved to my aunt's house, which 
is an hour away from my family’s home. We stayed there for a month. It started 
to get worse even there, then we decided to leave.

We paid 100 dollars for each one of us, we were six. There was a ship which 
brought some help and took people who wanted to go to Djibouti. We spent 
15 hours but it wasn't tiring, maybe because I liked travelling by the sea, and 
the ship was so big and comfortable. As soon as we arrived at the port of 
Djibouti, the UN took us to a place where they take the Yemenis before taking 
us to the camp.

As I mentioned before, I spent two years in the camp in Djibouti working and 
engaging myself in activities, but there was a time when the wind storm 
started again and the weather was too hot and windy. I got so depressed 
because there is nothing I could do. I was malnourished, I lost my appetite, as 
did my brothers, so one day I just decided to leave. I packed everything 
because that day it was so windy that we couldn't even have our lunch 
properly, that was the reason I didn't want to stay there for one more day.

I thought about my house back home and how comfortable it was even 
though it's small, but it's home after all.

LIFE AND HOPE 

We hoped to live peacefully and be able to go to my mom. She lives in 
Germany. She went there for treatment and her brother helped her in that, so 
we thought we will be able to go there since we're in Djibouti as refugees. But 
that didn't happen because of problems in my family, so we stayed in the 
camp.

When we came back to my home city, Aden, I thought everything had 
changed for the best but I was wrong. It was as it was and even worse. My city 
became even dirtier and more expensive. I couldn't continue my college last 
year, so I have to wait one more year because of teachers’ strikes.

I felt like a stranger in my own home and took time to adjust with the new 
atmosphere. Everyone here in Aden thinks that there is no future in Yemen 
because of the situation and the daily changing of the currency, so for now, all 
I can say is that we're hoping for the best in my country Yemen and my city 
Aden.

SUMMARY
 
When I was in Obock, Djibouti, I faced what's called a culture shock. Everything 
was new for me; di�erent people and di�erent languages, being in the middle 
of the desert, leaving my small but warm house and moving to a REFUGEE 
camp. We lived in a tent with no privacy, in very hot and humid weather, 
where only animals can survive. But I found myself gradually coping with the 
situation, especially when I found a job a month after being there.

I busied myself in activities and trainings, meeting di�erent people from 
everywhere, people who became friends and an important part of my life.
My Djiboutian friends tried to help me learn French. Because I was surrounded 
by Yemenis, I had trouble learning it, but I kept trying. I eventually learned the 
basics of the language and was so happy then because learning and speaking 
di�erent languages is my biggest interest. I had learned English by watching 
Hindi movies with English subtitles. I also learned a lot of Hindi and even could 
speak it too. Speaking English helped me become a volunteer for an amazing 
American lady called Marianne who was working in a school in Obock. I 
translated English to Arabic and vice versa for her. Being able to speak English 
also helped me �nd my job with LWF (Lutheran World Federation) as a 
community service mobilizer and English teacher in the camp.

I stayed in the camp until I was able to rent a house for me and my brothers in 
Obock. Ramadan was near and we needed to fast, but my father refused to 
move with us because he was remarried, and that caused problems between 
us at the beginning of his marriage.

As the time was passing by, I found myself getting used to the new life I was 
living, which is something I didn’t want, to be honest; my job, my friends and 
all the new things in my life. I didn’t want to love that place, but I was grateful 
at the same time because I really grew up there. I became a responsible person 
after being a daddy's girl my whole life. I became a mother to my brothers.
I faced hard times during the two years I stayed there, but it has made me 
stronger and independent. I learned to make my own decisions.

In July 2017, there was such a strong wind and fog that I couldn’t see anything. 
We even had to have our lunch mixed with dust. I was so depressed and 
realized that I can't live here like this forever. Djibouti is not my country and 
not my people. I realized that one day I'll have to go back to Yemen so I talked 
to my father and together we decided to pack and go back.

When we came back to Aden everyone was happy to see us, after being gone 
for two years. My family, friends and neighbors were all waiting to hear stories 
about our experiences in Djibouti.

I had expected to joined college that year or the year after, which wasn’t 
possible, but my brothers were able to go back to school. I also couldn’t �nd a 
job when I got back, but I had to be patient and rebuild my life. I'm now 
working for an NGO called Oxfam. It’s only a three-month position, but a new 
experience will teach me a lot. I’ve also been able to join my college again and 
I'm studying English.

My life has settled down now, even though my dad is no longer with us. He 
went back to Djibouti, but I got used to that since it's been almost two years 
now since he got married. 

I'm enjoying my life now… my real life.
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TEXT ON HER REFUGEE EXPERIENCE

I decided to leave Aden during the con�ict along with my family. When we 
left, we didn't have a clue about what was waiting for us at the refugee camp 
in Djibouti. I found myself in a small tent in the desert. I was uncomfortable to 
be called a refugee, but I had to live with that for a while. Because I speak 
English, I was a good candidate to get a job at the camp, which I did get after a 
month in the camp. I worked with LWF (The Lutheran World Federation) as a 
community service assistant. I also had other training in teaching English. 
I received a TESOL certi�cate from IAS (International Aid Service) along with 
other certi�cates of appreciation and participation in many activities that were 
held in the camp.

I lived a quite simple life, but hard as well, until I decided to leave and go back 
home in July 2017 because I couldn't bear that life anymore. Again, I decided 
with my family to go back home as I needed to continue my studies and the 
situation was getting better in Yemen/Aden.

REASONS FOR LEAVING YEMEN

We �rst decided to leave Yemen because of the power cut which lasted for four 
months. There was no water too, so �rst we moved to my aunt's house, which 
is an hour away from my family’s home. We stayed there for a month. It started 
to get worse even there, then we decided to leave.

We paid 100 dollars for each one of us, we were six. There was a ship which 
brought some help and took people who wanted to go to Djibouti. We spent 
15 hours but it wasn't tiring, maybe because I liked travelling by the sea, and 
the ship was so big and comfortable. As soon as we arrived at the port of 
Djibouti, the UN took us to a place where they take the Yemenis before taking 
us to the camp.

As I mentioned before, I spent two years in the camp in Djibouti working and 
engaging myself in activities, but there was a time when the wind storm 
started again and the weather was too hot and windy. I got so depressed 
because there is nothing I could do. I was malnourished, I lost my appetite, as 
did my brothers, so one day I just decided to leave. I packed everything 
because that day it was so windy that we couldn't even have our lunch 
properly, that was the reason I didn't want to stay there for one more day.

I thought about my house back home and how comfortable it was even 
though it's small, but it's home after all.

LIFE AND HOPE 

We hoped to live peacefully and be able to go to my mom. She lives in 
Germany. She went there for treatment and her brother helped her in that, so 
we thought we will be able to go there since we're in Djibouti as refugees. But 
that didn't happen because of problems in my family, so we stayed in the 
camp.

When we came back to my home city, Aden, I thought everything had 
changed for the best but I was wrong. It was as it was and even worse. My city 
became even dirtier and more expensive. I couldn't continue my college last 
year, so I have to wait one more year because of teachers’ strikes.

I felt like a stranger in my own home and took time to adjust with the new 
atmosphere. Everyone here in Aden thinks that there is no future in Yemen 
because of the situation and the daily changing of the currency, so for now, all 
I can say is that we're hoping for the best in my country Yemen and my city 
Aden.

SUMMARY
 
When I was in Obock, Djibouti, I faced what's called a culture shock. Everything 
was new for me; di�erent people and di�erent languages, being in the middle 
of the desert, leaving my small but warm house and moving to a REFUGEE 
camp. We lived in a tent with no privacy, in very hot and humid weather, 
where only animals can survive. But I found myself gradually coping with the 
situation, especially when I found a job a month after being there.

I busied myself in activities and trainings, meeting di�erent people from 
everywhere, people who became friends and an important part of my life.
My Djiboutian friends tried to help me learn French. Because I was surrounded 
by Yemenis, I had trouble learning it, but I kept trying. I eventually learned the 
basics of the language and was so happy then because learning and speaking 
di�erent languages is my biggest interest. I had learned English by watching 
Hindi movies with English subtitles. I also learned a lot of Hindi and even could 
speak it too. Speaking English helped me become a volunteer for an amazing 
American lady called Marianne who was working in a school in Obock. I 
translated English to Arabic and vice versa for her. Being able to speak English 
also helped me �nd my job with LWF (Lutheran World Federation) as a 
community service mobilizer and English teacher in the camp.

I stayed in the camp until I was able to rent a house for me and my brothers in 
Obock. Ramadan was near and we needed to fast, but my father refused to 
move with us because he was remarried, and that caused problems between 
us at the beginning of his marriage.

As the time was passing by, I found myself getting used to the new life I was 
living, which is something I didn’t want, to be honest; my job, my friends and 
all the new things in my life. I didn’t want to love that place, but I was grateful 
at the same time because I really grew up there. I became a responsible person 
after being a daddy's girl my whole life. I became a mother to my brothers.
I faced hard times during the two years I stayed there, but it has made me 
stronger and independent. I learned to make my own decisions.

In July 2017, there was such a strong wind and fog that I couldn’t see anything. 
We even had to have our lunch mixed with dust. I was so depressed and 
realized that I can't live here like this forever. Djibouti is not my country and 
not my people. I realized that one day I'll have to go back to Yemen so I talked 
to my father and together we decided to pack and go back.

When we came back to Aden everyone was happy to see us, after being gone 
for two years. My family, friends and neighbors were all waiting to hear stories 
about our experiences in Djibouti.

I had expected to joined college that year or the year after, which wasn’t 
possible, but my brothers were able to go back to school. I also couldn’t �nd a 
job when I got back, but I had to be patient and rebuild my life. I'm now 
working for an NGO called Oxfam. It’s only a three-month position, but a new 
experience will teach me a lot. I’ve also been able to join my college again and 
I'm studying English.

My life has settled down now, even though my dad is no longer with us. He 
went back to Djibouti, but I got used to that since it's been almost two years 
now since he got married. 

I'm enjoying my life now… my real life.

� ´
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